Affordable Housing Steering Group Meeting
Meeting held at Kings Barn 5-7-17
Present: Chairman Cllr Mark Williams, Cllrs Fiona Wall, Claire Wright and Stacey Croll together
with Jane Moreton (Clerk)
The Questions were considered and the order agreed as follows
1. Members are asked to APPROVE THE FORMATION OF THE EAST HUNTSPILL
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT STEERING GROUP - yes
2. .TO APPROVE THE GROUPS’ TERMS OF REFERENCE (BELOW)
The Terms of reference were agreed with a couple of inclusions

East Huntspill Housing Steering Group
Draft Terms of Reference May 2017
NAME: The name of the group shall be East Huntspill Housing Steering Group (“SG”)
BACKGROUND
East Huntspill Parish Council (“EHPC”) have agreed to investigate the possibility of new
housing, including affordable housing on land in East Huntspill
At its meeting of 11th April 2017, EHPC agreed to establish a housing sub group to
oversee future further work in respect of the housing proposals for the land in East
Huntspill
PURPOSE
The purpose of the Steering Group shall be to support the Parish Council to carry out the
following tasks:


To develop a project plan and consultation plan for the 2017 Housing Project



To keep the parish council informed of any changes in the project plan or delivery
timetable



To be responsible for ensuring links between the parish council, the community &
others involved are maintained



Provide a positive environment for discussion and debate amongst the project partners



Help ensure that the housing proposals for the village to achieve a high proﬁle across
the local area and East Huntspill community and provide homes for life



Maintaining the energy and enthusiasm to ensure that whatever needs to be done,
will be accomplished



Identifying ways of involving the whole community and gather the views and
opinions of as many individuals, groups and organisations in the community as
possible



Determine the types of survey and information gathering to be used



Co-coordinating the collation and analysis of the consultation feedback in accordance
with the Data Protection Act



Prioritising actions, using the ﬁndings from the consultation process and information
from other sources



Establishing the necessary skills required to progress the 2017 project



Regularly report back to and receive endorsement from the parish council on
progress, issues arising and outcomes throughout the project



Identify sources of project funding

MEMBERSHIP
The CORE membership of the SG Steering Group will include:
 A minimum of 2 nominated members from East Huntspill Parish Council
 Agreed for this project Cllrs Williams, Wall, Wright and Croll


Sedgemoor District Council’s Affordable Housing Policy & Development Manager



Sedgemoor District Council’s Affordable Housing Development Officer



A minimum of 1 representative from the proposed contractor (to be confirmed)



A minimum of 1 representative from the proposed housing end user (to be confirmed)



The Landowner.

 Others individuals or organisations can be co-opted as required and as agreed by
the SG. The SG will not be open to members of the public, unless otherwise agreed by
the SG.

CHAIRING & ADMINISTRATION
Unless otherwise agreed by the Steering Group, the Chair will be the SDC Affordable
Housing Policy and Development Manager.
Unless otherwise agreed by the Steering Group, the Vice Chair will be the SDC
Affordable Development Officer.
In the absence of the Chair, the Vice-Chair shall chair
meetings. The Chair in conjunction with the Vice Chair will
be responsible for:


Organising meetings



Drafting and circulating the agenda at least 2 working days prior to the meeting



keeping a record of meetings



These notes will form of the basis of formal Steering Group Briefing Papers, which will
be circulated to Steering Group members and the Parish Council in a timely fashion

The Steering Group’s briefing notes will be published on the SDC website.

Parish Council insurance will cover the previously agreed activities of the Steering Group
and volunteers, but Steering Group members, in liaison with the Parish Clerk, need to
ensure that terms of the insurance are not breached.
The elected members on the Steering Group will act as a Bridging Coordinator between
the Steering Group and the Parish Council.
The make-up and purpose of Steering Group will be reviewed by the full Steering Group.
It is expected that all Steering Group members abide by the principles and practice of the
Parish Council Code of Conduct including declarations of interest.

DISSOLVING THE STEERING GROUP
At the conclusion of the 2017 Housing Project, the Parish Council and Steering Group
should discuss the future working of the Steering Group.
If the Steering Group wishes to dissolve it must notify the Parish Council.

………………………………
3. Members are asked to confirm which funding approach they wish to use and to
bring forward a new build affordable housing project (Option D7 or P4).
After discussion it was agreed that P4 is the most likely way of delivering the needs of the
village.
a) The grant funding is uncertain and could jeopardize the delivery of the affordable
homes.
b) There is a need to provide a mix of homes to provide a balance and to support the
school and services within the community.
4. Are members still happy for the AFHDT to focus work towards bringing forward
development at New Road?
Yes this is the preferred site of the Parish Council with the help of Chiverton Homes
5. Are members comfortable with the proposal on the part of Chiverton Homes to submit
an outline Planning application (as opposed to a full planning application)
It was felt that an outline planning application would be preferable as details could be available
to have at a Community consultation event and that could be developed by the process.
6. Community event
It was agreed that we should hold a community consultation event during the 1 st week
of September (after the school holidays) in the Church Hall from 3pm to 7pm
(Jane to book the hall) To take the form of a short presentation at 4pm and 6pm with
questions to follow.
7 Community Fund Grant Award –
It was agreed that we would accept the grant Award with thanks
4 options were presented and it was agreed that option 3 would be the most acceptable.
For SDC to hold and administer the £30k grant funding on behalf of EHPC in order that
Chiverton Homes may carry out the proposed schedule of feasibility works and that EHPC
should confirm to SDC that these works have been completed prior to the release of the
payment to Chiverton Homes. Any unused grant funding to be retained by SDC.

