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We would love to hear from you ...  

Is there an event that you would like the         

parishioners of East Huntspill and Bason Bridge  

to be aware of?  

Do you have a recommendation for future issues of 

East Huntspill and Bason Bridge news?   

If so, please contact the editorial group of your 

parish council!  
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Name Position Email Telephone Number 

Bob Filmer  District Councillor bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk 01278 760760 

Andrew Gilling  District Councillor andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk 01934 750580 

Mark Healey  County Councillor mark.healey@sedgemoor.gov.uk 01278 685368 

Ian Liddell-

Grainger 
 MP for Bridgwater ianliddellgrainger@hotmail.co.uk 01278 458383 

James Heappey  MP for Wells   01749 343255 

Mrs Jane Moreton - Parish Clerk 

86, Church Road, West Huntspill, Highbridge, Somerset TA9 3RY  

01278 787740  

parishclerk@easthuntspillparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 
Committees and Current Council Duties  

 (any council member can be contacted re any area of responsibility) 
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The Parish Notice Boards  

If you would like to put a notice on the Parish    

Notice Board, please contact your Parish Clerk. 

The Notice must be of interest to the residents of 

East Huntspill (such as upcoming events) and it is 

not for advertising.  

Planning issues 

For information - the Parish Council receive planning        

applications which have to be responded to within 21 days  

so if you have an issue with a  planning application here is   

a little of how you can help with the process. 

If you intend making an application it is a responsible action 

to take to talk to your neighbours about what you are       

planning and  hopefully answer any of their questions. 

Please come along to the Parish Council meeting which   

is now held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7pm to  

be able to speak prior to the commencement of the meeting. 

The agenda can be found on the Parish Council notice 

boards, at least 3 days prior to the meeting  and on the    

website (Just google East Huntspill Parish Council to access 

most of the   village news).  Anyone may register to speak at 

the first part of the Parish Council meeting. Please contact 

the clerk on 787740 or email:                                         

parishclerk@easthuntspillparishcouncil.gov.uk up to 24hours 

before the start of the meeting.  Anyone registered to speak 

may speak for a maximum of 3 minutes.  

If you know of an application that is in your area and you 

wish to speak/write for, or against, it then please contact the 

Parish Council, the District Councillors and the Planning  

department at Sedgemoor District Council to express your 

views. All planning applications can be viewed on the   

Website www.sedgemoor.gov.uk 

We have five Councillors attending the Good Councillors 

training course held in Brent Knoll on 29th July. 

Vacancy on Parish Council  
 
The Parish Council has one vacancy for East 

Huntspill Parish Council and is able to co-opt a   

willing candidate. The Council generally meets on 

the second Tuesday monthly at 7pm  

You are eligible:  

¶ If you are a British Subject or    elector of the 

Irish Republic or    citizen of another member 

state of the European community  

¶ Are over 21 years old 

¶ Have lived within the Parish of East Huntspill 

for the last 12 months 

¶ Have had the Parish of East Huntspill as your 

principle or only place of work for the last 12 

months  

¶ Live or work within 3 miles [4.8 kilometres] 

of the Parish of East Huntspill  

 

If you wish to know more about the role of a Parish 

Councillor please contact me at the above address. 

We hope to co-opt a new Councillor on 14th July 

2015 at our Parish Council meeting. 

 

 

MISSING!  
Have you seen the framed Tapestry? 

 

It is believed that the Tapestry was inadvertently left at the 

West Huntspill Flower Show (by the jams/marmalades etc.) 

on Saturday ï 15 August 2015 and has not been seen since. 

 

Please could all exhibitors check any unpacked items from the 

Show ï 

as the Tapestry may have accidentally been picked up with 

other exhibits. 

  

If found - please contact:- 

Mrs Jane Moreton (Hon. Show Secretary) tel: 787740 

 

THANK YOU 

mailto:parishclerk@easthuntspillparishcouncil.gov.uk


Recycling and Winter 

Bad weather 
In the event of severe weather disrupting waste and        
recycling collection services the following general             
principles will apply. 

Somerset Waste Partnership will try to maintain services, if 
this can be done safely, in general from  gritted roads or 
those assessed as safe by the collection vehicle driver. 
Among key factors that apply are: road conditions, access 
past parked cars, risks to public or crews. 

¶ If collections are missed, staff will return as soon  as conditions improve. Crews will work late and on Saturdays to catch 
up. Residents should put out  refuse or recycling by 7am for three working days; if no collection is made by then, take back 
in and put out by 7am on the next usual collection day. 

¶ Extra waste will be accepted alongside containers. Put rubbish in black sacks, recycling in carrier bags and food in covered 
buckets or with rubbish. 

¶ Garden and bulky waste collections may be suspended to maintain main services.  Clinical waste collections will restart as 
soon as possible. 

¶ Recycling sites take recycling (including garden waste) and rubbish (including food waste 
in black sacks, but only in the Ķcannot be recycled at this facilityķ skip). Please check if site 
is open before travelling. 

¶ Ensure neighbours, especially elderly or vulnerable, have correct information. 
      Check for guidance and updates on the Somerset Waste Partnership website or our     

Facebook page and Twitter feed. Alternatively, listen to local radio or check with your 
local council. 

Usual collection day Revised collection day 

Monday 21 December to 

Thursday 24 December  

2015  

No change 

usual collections 

Thursday 31 December 

2015  
Saturday 2 January 2016 

Thursday 7 January 2016 Friday 8 January 2016 

Christmas and New Year 2015-16 

Somerset County Council  - Highways ready for winter with seven new gritters . 

 
Somerset County Councilôs highways team are ready for winter with seven new gritters to keep roads safe when temperatures 
plummet.  
 

The County Council has a fleet of 23 gritters and a stockpile of 7,000 tonnes of salt at depots across Somerset, ready to treat 
around 900 miles of road every time ice is expected.  
 

Cllr David Fothergill, Somerset County Councilôs Cabinet Member for Highways, said: ñThe average life of a gritter is around seven 
years, after that maintenance costs go up rapidly, so itôs important that we keep our fleet up to date so we can cope with everything 
winter can throw at us.  
 

ñThe advanced technology in new gritters also allows us to reduce the amount of salt used which helps us reduce ongoing costs 
and is better for the environment.  This year weôll continue to treat around 21 per cent of our highways network, keeping the busiest 
routes clear whenever ice is expected.ò  

 

Somerset County Council carries out gritting when road surface temperatures are predicted to drop below zero and frost or ice is 
expected. Precautionary salting normally takes place in the evening or early morning but additional action may be required during 
extreme weather.  
 

Rain can wash salt away and in very low temperatures salting may not be enough to prevent freezing ï so drivers are always    
advised to take extra caution in winter.  
 

Cllr Fothergill added: ñOur highways team do a fantastic job through the deepest darkest depths of winter, but please heed the 
general guidance to stay safe when the temperature plummets. Never assume a road has been salted and always drive according 
to the road conditions.ò  
 

Throughout the winter you can receive live updates on gritting activity directly from the highways team by following 
@somersetgritter on Twitter.  
 

For more information about Somerset County Councilôs winter maintenance programme, including maps of all the roads treated, 
please visit www.somerset.gov.uk/winterservice.  

http://www.facebook.com/SomersetWaste
http://www.facebook.com/SomersetWaste
http://twitter.com/#!/SomersetWaste
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zb21lcnNldC5nb3YudWsvd2ludGVyc2VydmljZQ%3d%3d&r=5489245787&d=1379997&p=1&t=h&h=bb052dbeab16132ee0170fa45486e93c


Rob Hawkins, the Walpole Virridor Landfill Manager showed us 
around the Walpole site on a two hour tour, which included the 

new anaerobic digestor.   
 

We arrived at 10.30 am in the morning of 21st July for our very 
exciting trip to the tip to see what they have planned for the   

future and what they have achieved and whether this is  going to 
have any effect on East Huntspill.  

 

First things first, or actually safety first, Liz and Claire had to 
have the right footwear, Liz 4 sizes too big and Claire 3 sizes 

too big - steel toe capped willies, then hats and hi viz.  
 

We learnt a lot:  Virridor's newly completed anaerobic digestor 
processes up to 30,000 tonnes of food a year and will save  

Somerset £200,000 a year on the recycling of food.  Biogas is 
produced, which generates electricity.  Virridor recycle tyres by 
using them wrapped in fabric to provide aeration for the landfill 

(actually a landraise site), which is cheaper than using 
gravel.  When Virridor cover up the landfill, they also use clay to 
help keep the soil in place, this clay takes about a year to dry out 

before it can then be usable.  The compost that they produce 
from the food waste reduces to 15% of the original bulk and can 

be of such good quality to be sold commercially.  
 

We were very impressed by the efficiency and (100% safety no 
accidents for past year) of the whole site, the fact that it is very 
green not only after they cover the landfill in grass, but also in 

their ethos.  The smell of any part of the waste was hardly       
noticeably and in fact the site is not very visibly from public 

roads.    

Beyond landfill ï Somersetôs search begins  
Somerset is widening its residual waste treatment options beyond costly landfill in the search for better solutions that continue to 

meet residentsô needs and make significant financial savings.  
 

Outside its contract with waste firm Viridor, Somerset Waste Partnership (SWP) is asking waste treatment suppliers for alternatives 
to deal with more than 120,000 tonnes of refuse each year.  

 

SWP currently spends Ã12 million a year of council taxpayersô money on landfill. After recent yearsô budget reductions, it wants the 
switch from landfill to save at least £1.3 million a year  

 

SWPôs governing Somerset Waste Board (SWB) asked Viridor for costed alternatives to landfill, but these did not fully meet the 
criteria, so SWB agreed earlier this year to seek other options.  

 

SWP managing director Steve Read emphasised: ñThis decision only involves the residual waste disposal side of our contract with 
Viridor and nothing else. Residents will see no changes.  

 

ñThe original proposal from Viridor did not reflect what the board believes the wider market could offer and so it decided to suspend 
its exclusive deal with the firm.ò  

 

SWP has begun a procurement process for residual waste treatment, aiming to divert material from landfill, without specifying any 
preferred technology or location.  

 

During the search, Viridor will continue to landfill waste at its existing two sites within Somerset.  



LOCAL GOVERNMENT:  

HERE IS WHAT WE DO!  

 
The Parish Council Meet every month 2nd Tuesday at 7pm 

 

The agenda for the meetings are displayed on the 2 notice boards - 

by the Church and in the bus shelter at Bason Bridge; also on our 

website.   At least 3 working days prior to the meeting.  

 

Our Agenda ï members of the public have the chance to speak for 

3minutes at the start of the meeting. Please let the clerk know if you 

are wishing to speak at least 24hours prior to the meeting. 

 

We will discuss items relevant to the village. Our Open spaces, the 

playing fields, monitoring our footpaths, the cleanliness of the     

village etc. and each member of the Council will report and advise 

the Council of issues they have responsibility for. 

 

Any planning applications have a place on the agenda and will be 

displayed on the screen and observations made. If you have a view 

on any of the applications (for or against) this is your chance to 

speak to them. We have just 21 days to respond to any planning  

application in the village. 

 

There is an agenda item for the other authorities to speak. 

 

The County Councillor Cllr. Mark Healey will be in attendance 

when available. Their public meetings are usually held at County 

Hall Taunton 

 

The County Council has the main responsibility for our Roads, the 

provision of Education, and our Health. 

 

Our District Councillors (Sedgemoor District Council) are Cllrs. Bob 

Filmer and Andrew Gilling and are usually at our meetings. Their 

public meetings are usually held in Bridgwater House. Bridgwater  

The District Councillors have responsibility for our Waste collection 

and recycling, our Housing availability, the collection of our Council 

taxes and development management (Planning and enforcement). 

Websites 

 

www.easthuntspillparishcouncil.gov.uk Tel (clerk) 01278 787740 

www.sedgemoor.gov.uk  Tel  0845 408 2540 

www.somerset.gov.uk   Tel 0300 1232224 

Residents urged to keep warm and well   
 
Somersetôs vulnerable residents, particularly older people, are 
being urged to ensure they keep warm and well during the cold 
weather.  
 

Low temperatures can be dangerous, especially for the very 
old, the very young and those with chronic diseases, but there 
is plenty that we can do to help reduce our risk of the cold   
impacting our health.  
 

Doctors and Somerset Public Health at Somerset County  
Council recommend the following steps to help older and     
vulnerable people reduce their risk of illness this winter.  
 

Top tips for keeping warm and well this winter:   

¶ Keep warm by setting your heating to the right temperature 

(18 to 21°C). 

¶ Have your free flu jab to protect yourself and  others from 

influenza, if in an eligible group, see your GP or Pharmacist 

¶ Look out for friends, relatives and neighbours who may be 

vulnerable to the cold. 

¶ Stay tuned to the weather forecast and plan ahead with 

supplies. 

¶ Have regular hot meals and drinks throughout the day and 

keep active to help your body stay warm. 

¶ Get financial support to make your home more energy  

efficient, improve your heating or help with bills. 

¶ Have your heating and cooking appliances checked     

regularly. 

¶ Wear a few layers of thin clothing rather than one thick 

layer, and when you need to go outside wear shoes with slip 

resistant, good grip soles. 

¶ Make sure your medicine cabinet is well stocked up with 

over the counter medicines to treat minor injuries and ailments. 

Myraõs History 

Walking my dogs though the Village this week I was thinking about the changes in East Huntspill in my life time as well as the last 10 

years.  

Some of you will remember the article I wrote about Christmas Shopping in eh. With the old post office getting a make over, I  am so 

glad the old post box is staying. 

As a child I can remember the post office back room being a Christmas Shop. Crown stores window seemed full of Christmas delights. 

Bus ride into Highbridge for anything else, like now we had to take our own bags for the main shopping.   

Loose biscuits were sold like todays pick a mix sweets. Tea was a choice of PG or TYPHOO. Sweets were sold measured out in 1/4 of 

pounds for a glass jar bottle. When any room needed new wallpaper it was a trip to the Oil shop to see the wallpaper sample book. 

Oh how as a child I remember Mr Salters visit to school so that every child would have an apple and a couple of sweets. A real treat  

Now for 4d (thats about 2p in todays money) you could have taken a train ride to Burnham.  

http://www.easthuntspillparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk
http://www.somerset.gov.uk


ADVERTISING 
Is your business operating in East Huntspill or Bason Bridge?  If you would like       

to advetise your business in East Huntspill and Bason Bridge news the charge is 

£5.00 annually* 

 

Is your business operating outside East Huntspill or Bason Bridge?  If you would   

like to advetise your business in East Huntspill and Bason Bridge news the charge    

is £10.00 annually* 

 

*Annual charges include an 1/8 page advert which will include 4 adverts per 

year, (magazines are printed quarterly).  Adverts will not be included in the 

magazine until payment has been made to the village clerk: 

Mrs Jane Moreton - Parish Clerk 

86, Church Road, West Huntspill, Highbridge, Somerset TA9 3RY.  

01278 787740  

Advert to: councillorcroll@easthuntspillparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Includes FREE entry to Village Website 

I-Clean Windows 

Frames sills and doors 

Cleaned every time. 

Also conservatory's 

Gutters Fascias and solar panels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based in East Huntspill 

Free phone 0800 5 66 88 10 

Mobile 07771767145 

We are interested to find out if parishioners are 

interested in having an allotment.   

If you are a land owner do you have some land 

you would be able to rent or sell to the parish for 

the use of allotments? 

For more information email: 

councillorboyereasthuntspillparishcouncil.gov.uk  

I enjoyed Rob Prowton's article on Bason Bridge/East Huntspill history. My great-
great-uncle John Tucker farmed near Bason Bridge until the late 1920s. We have 
visited his home on three occasions, the last time to find the canal in front of the 
home had been filled in. I am curious to know if any East Huntspill history 
sources mention him.  Gill Stewart. Oregon, USA.                                                                         

Please contact our Parish Clerk if you have any further information. 


